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Thomas Alva m&muz inveried much more
than tiie light buib.

;. & - EFORE you g0 to bed
% Wm tonight, try to count
i -5 how many times over
29 ©the course of today
4 you listened to music,
warched a movie,
typed on a keyboard, made
atelephone call, used some-
thing powered by a battery
or turned on an electric light.
Now imagine that one person
either invented all of these
devices, or made the scientific
discovery instrumental to the
development of these devices,
That person was Thomas
Alva Edison, the inventor of
the incandescent light bulb.
The electric light bulb is Edi-
son’s most famous invention,
but we can find Edison’s fin-
SETPIints on just about every

mMndsrn Aswica vra vea

He invented the phono-
graph, the aikaline battery,
the earliest motion picture
projector, an engraving pen
credited as the world's first
tattoo machine and the firse-
ever electronic vote recorder.
He made significant contribu-
tions to the invenrion of the
typewriter and dramatically
improved the telegraph, the
stock ticker, the medical X-ray
and the telephone.

Edison held 1093 US pat-
ents (a license from the gov-
croment officially recognizing

the holder of the license as the

inventor and owner of that
invention)and hundreds more
in other countries.

Thomas Edison was born
on Feb. 11, 1847 in Milan,

MNlain YA cvrmn ke o cmma s

good student, so his mother
home-schooled him, beliey-
ing in her son’s intelligence.
He suffered profound hear-
ing loss during adolescence,
and spent his adult life
almost completely deaf.

Despire these early disad-
vantages, Edison was always
fascinated by mechanics and
chemistry. He built his first
laboratory in his basement
at age 10, and was still a boy
when he got a job selling
newspapers and candy on the
Grand Trunk Railroad.

He set up a chemistry
lab and a printing press in
the train’s baggage car and
published a newspaper, Soon
he was working as a telegraph
operator. Telegraphs were’
the cutting edge of commu-
nication at the time, allowing
people to send messages over
awire,

L F R L

T e e

Ferzay experimental facility in Menlo -
[-9 - Park, NJ. The complex included
kY 4 machine shop, chemical and

electrical laboraiories, and a

3 manufacturing plant. His large -

w8 staff of workers was known as

. “muckers.”Heré he invented

e ¢ -the carbon transmitter, akey

-improvementto telephone

ol P> " technology. And it was here, in

telegraph expert working for
Western Union in Boston.
He filed his first patent for a
device that could automati-
cally record the votes cast by
legislatures. The machine
was rejected by politicians,
however, and Edison’s first
invention was a failure.

Edison left Western Union
and moved to New York City
o be a full-time inventor.
Over the next few years, as he
ran his own telegraph manu-
facturing businesses in New
York,'and then New Jersey,
he would patent several tele-
graph improvements, devise
an upgrade to the electronic
stock ticker, and invent the
electric pen, a precursor to
the mimeograph machine, His
invention of the quadruple
telegraph made him a wealthy
nmian at age 24.

In 1876, Edison established

1879, thiat Fdison introduced the
4 “world to the carbon filament
“lamp, the electric light bulb,

Thomas Edison designed

4" the infrastructure necessary

to advance the electric light
system and was a very suc-
cessful businessman, but his
passion for inventing never
waned. In 1893, at his new lab in
West Orange, N.J., Edison built
the Black Maria film studio, the
first motion picture production
studio in the world. One of his
employees invented the kincto-
graph, the first motion picture
camera, and Edison himself
invented the kinetoscope, the
first motion picture projector.
The Black Maria film festival
recognizes innovation in film-
malking to this day.

When Thomas Edison died
in 1931 at age 83, he was trying
to make a better rubber for
automobile tires and had just
received his last patent. Many
people and businesses all over
the world dimmed their lights
or turned off their electric
power in his honor.
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